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CHAPTER XVI.

New Plans.
Caliahan crushed the tobacco under

his thumh in the palm of his right
o I am sorry to add," he

eeneluded to Mod it you are
Ml of a job." The two mOU

orber across the
iffiVe. " Personally.

I am not sorry to say It. either." added
Callaban, slowly filling the bowl of bis
pipe.
McCloud said nothing to the jtoint.

as th« re seemed to be nothing to say
until he had heard more. I never
knew before that vou w«jre left-

d." he returned, evasively.
"It's a lucky thing, because it won't

do ior a freight-traffic man, nowadays,
to let bis right hand know what bis
lift hand does." observed Callaban,
feeling for a match. "I am the only
left handed man in the traffic depart¬
ment, but the man that handles the re¬
bates. Jlmmle Hlack. is cross-eyed.
Bucks offered to send him to Chicago
to have liryson straighten bis eyes,
but Jlmmle thinks it is better to have
them as they are for the pr«-s«-nt. so be
can look at a thing in two different
ways.one for the interstate com¬
merce commission snd one for him¬
self. You haven't heard, then?" con¬
tili ned Callahan, returning to his rid¬
dle about McCloud s Job "Why, I*ance
Dunning has gone into the United
«States court snd got an Injunction
against u« on the Crawling Stone line
.tied us np tighter than sero. No
more conatrm tlon there for a year
at least. Dunning comes In for him¬
self snd for a cousin who Is his
ward, and three or four little ranchers
have filed bills.%o it's up to the law
yers for 80 per cent, of the gate re-

.lpts and peace. Personally. Gm glad
of It. It give^j you a chance to look
aft«*r this operating for a year your¬
self. We a^·* going to be swamped
with freight trafhV this year. I
want it moved through the mountains
iik»> eheehneu for the next six mo
You know what I mean. Ceorge."
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frosts lasting until th« G the
month gav.· sudden way to summer
heat, and the Indians on the upper·
valle> Ion began m.?
into the bills. Th«m came th·

after creek In th«· higher moiin
tains, ic·· bound for six months, burst
without warning into flood. Boti winds
struck with the sun and stripped the
mountain wall;» of their snow. Raini

set in on the desert, and far in the
high northwest the Crawling Ston*»
lifting its four foot cap of We like a

toiling it end
?\?? and down the mile] In th«> Box.
40 i«-et of water struck th«· ...

wall·* and were hurled like
oes against the granite spurs.
iwlu.g Ston«· was starting after
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Wren the river rose, the earlier talk
of Diiunlng's men had been that the
Crawling Stone would put an end to
tb«* railroad pretensions by washing
the 250 miles of track back to the
P. jce river, where it had started. This
much in the beginning was ea|
predict; but the railroad men had
turned out in force to fight for their
holdings, and while the ranchers were
laughing, the river was flowing over
the bench lands in the upper valley.

CHAPTER XVII.

The Crawling Ston· Rise.
So sudden was the onset of the river

that the trained riders <>f the big
ranch were taken completely aback,
and hundreds of bead of Dunning cat¬
tle were swept away berore they could
be removed to points of safety. Fresh
alarms came with every hour of the
day and night, and the telephone« up
and down the valley rang incessantly
with appeals from neighbor to neigh¬
bor. Lance Dunning, calling out the
reserves of his vocabulary, swore tre¬
mendously and directed the o-eratlona
against the river. These seemed, in¬
deed, to consist mainly of hard riding
and hard language on the part of
everybody. Murray Sinclair, although
he had sold his ranch on the Crawling
Stone and was concentrating his hold
Ings on the Frenchman, was I
where in evidence He was the first
at a point of danger and the last to
ride away from the slipping acres
where the muddy flood ^undercut, but
no defiance seemed to disturb the
Crawling Stone, which kept alarmi ß
ly at work.
Above the alfalfa lands on the long

bench north pf the boos« the river. In
changing Its course many years earli¬
er, had left a depression known as
Mod lake, ft had become separated
from tbe main channel of the Crawling
atone by a high, narrow barrier in the

frjfm or « b«»ñch deposited By the r·»-
of gome earlier flood.

and added to by sandstorms sw-eping
amoiiit the willows that ovei
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. to him and ask him for help he
will give it to ib if a« can; if he
can't, what harm is d<m«·" He has
li.·.-n np and down the riser for three

and he lias an army <>'

«.amp. ij the bridge l know
that, pecans« Mr. smith rode In from

a few days ago.''
.what Whispering Smith* Oh. if

he is there l would not go for worlds'"
Pray, why ¦

"Why, be |« weh an awful man'''
"That is asomad, I
MchStfl looked «rav.· Marion no

man in this part of the country has
a good word to say for Whispering
S until

Perhaps you have forgotten. Dick
sie. that you liv«· in a very rough part
of the country." returned Marion,
coolly "No man that he has ever
hunted down would have anything
pleaaant to say about him; nor would
the friends of such a titan be likely
to say a good word of him Th«>re are

many on the range. Dickst«·, that have
no respect for life or law or anything
t»lse. and they naturally hate a man
like Whispering Smith."

fi Marion, h«· kiii.-j."
I know. Be killed a man named

Williams a few years ag«>. while you
were at school.one of the worst men
that ever Infested this country. Wll-
liams Cache is named after that man;
he made the moat beautiful spot in all
these mountains a nest of thieves and
murderers Hut did you know that
Williams shot down Gordon Smith's
only brother, a trainmaster, in cold
blood In frout of the Wickiup at Medi¬
cine Hend? No, you never heard that
in thl« part of the country, did you?
They had a cow thief for sheriff then,
and no officer in Medicine Heud would
go after the murderer. He rod«' in
and out of town as if he owned it, and
no one dared say a word. and. mind
you. Gordon Smith's br«>tlier had never
seen the man in his lif«· until he
walked up and shot him dead. Oh. this
was a peaceful country a few years
ago' «frordon Smith was right of way
man in the mountains then. He buried
his brother, and asked the officers
what they were going to do about get-
fng the murderer. They laughed at
biro. He made no protest, except to
ask for a deputy Doited Btsiei
marshal's commission When he got It
he started for Williams Cache after
Williams in a b i.kboard.think of i¡.
Dicks:.· h » tidn'l they laugh a* b.
He did no' ·· \i iw the trat.,
Ima".-. ? in a

Board to arrest a man hi the moun¬
tains! He was gone six weeks, and
came back with Williams' b«idy
strapped to the backboard behindhim. He never told the story; all be
said when he handed In his commis¬
sion and k to hi* work was

man was killed in a fair tight
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SC'SPiCIOUS.

Mrs. Slmling I hope you came out
of that h«>rse trade with a clear con-
s«l«-ti

Si Simling.Yes, but it kind o* wor¬
ries me. Hy «· Is so unusu¬
ally clear that I can't help feelIn' I
must 'a' got the wust o' the trade."

Enough Said.
"What sort of fellow I· he* '

He lays his ngh' index finger
against bis cheek to have his picture
taken "

Another Star.
Student of Astronomy.I have dis¬

covered a new star, professor.
Professor What's she playing In.

my boy?- HarvaiJ Lampoon.
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JURGKN'S SON
Before making your purchase
you would do well to call atthe most reliable furniturehouse in the city and see thefine line of
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OIL-CLOTHS

And in fact everything that Isneeded in house furnishings.
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